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particulars, totally warped and distorted, and notwith-
standing this have continued to conceive their God
as clothed with all the attributes of the highest ideal
goodness which their state of mind enabled them to
conceive, and have had their aspirations towards
goodness stimulated and encouraged by that concep-
tion. And, it cannot be questioned that the un-
doubting belief of the real existence of a Being who
realizes our own best ideas of perfection, and of our
being in the hands of that Being as the ruler of the
universe, gives an increase of force to these feelings
beyond what they can receive from reference to a
merely ideal conception.

This particular advantage it is not possible for
those to enjoy, who take a rational view of the nature
and amount of the evidence for the existence and
attributes of the Creator. On the other hand, they
are not encumbered with the moral contradictions
which beset every form of religion which aims at
justifying in a moral point of view the whole govern-
ment of the, world. They are, therefore, enabled to
form a far truer Snd more consistent conception of
Ideal Goodness, than is possible to any one who
thinks it necessary to find ideal goodness in an omni-
potent ruler of the world. The power of the Creator
once recognized as limited, there is nothing to dis-
prove the supposition that his goodness is complete
and that the _ideally perfect character in whose like-